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Whip out the chains. Bring in
the plants and pets. Insulate the
pipes.

Normally sun-smug Southern
Californians are being advised
to take some unfamiliar steps
this weckend as the region
braces for more {rigid tempera-
tures.

Even though the storm that
dumped snow across much of
the Inland region I'riday morn-
ing has passed, ensuring things
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The snowy weather leaves traffic backed up at the interchange of interstates 15 and 215
Friday morning. At least 11 accidents were reported in the mountains between 7 and 10 a.m.

WILLIAM WILSON LEWS 1H8 THL PRESS-ENTERPRISE
Two-year-olds Autumn Hankins, left, and Rylan Rasmussen, both
from Yucaipa, enjoy the remnants of a snowrnan in Oak Glen.

COLD SNAP: Winter blast has many in Inland region taking rarely used steps to keep warm

CONTINUED FROM At
danger.

The cold snap has left some
inland homeless shelters

scrambling to find extra ac-
commodations.

Farmers, meanwhile, worry
what the cold weather will
mean to their crops.

“If we get a really, really
hard frost — we're talking
mid-20s — it’s likely that some
of the young tender seedlings
will die,” said John Gavdner,
assistant agricultural commis-
sioner with San Bernardino
County.

Gov. Schwarzenegger on
Friday -declared a state of
emergency. He instructed
state officials and the National
Guard to help the public stay
warm by opening warming
centers. He also instrueted
state officials to work with
local authorities to monitor
crops and livestock.

While farmers cringed, ski
slope operators reveled. Fri-
day’s storm dumped 3 to
6 inches in the San Bernardino
Mountains.

Roger Vieau, a marketing
supervisor at the Snow Valley
Mountain Resort, said the
winds were cold but the snow
was powdery.

Highway 330 was closed due
to the weather, but motovists
with chains can take Highway
18 into the mountains. he said.

“With the roads open, it
scems like we will get a lot of
people.” he said.

Flurries were also reported
al tower elevations Friday, in-
cluding Lake Klsinore, Ban-
ning and San Bernavdino,
sending children and adults
scurrying outdoors,

Traci Frilol, 19, of Moreno
Valley, scooped up the snow
and made an &-inch snowman.
She gave it a mouth, eyes and
buttons made from pepper-
corns and put a tiny, red knit
cap on its head. She'd never
seen snow hefore. her mother
said. .

Frilot’s mother. Lori trilot,
called her eldest daughter,
Adrienne Frilot, 27, who lives
in New York Cily to tease her
aboul the “backwards™ weath
er.

“Yestevday it was in the 70s
in New York.” Lori Frilot said.
“I called her today to tell her
that we were having a bliz-
zard.”

PRECAUTIONS
The cold weather may bring
fun. but it also brings risks.

Motovists were wrged to drive
with care. Skiers headed to
mountain resorts may lace
slick voads and freezing winds.

“You've got a half inch of ice
with & inches of snow over it.”
said CHP Officer Don Walker,
“30 it’s a real slick situation.”

Al least 11 accidents were
reported in the mountains be-
tween 7 and 10 am. Friday.
closing stretches of highways
18 and 330.

Six s piled up coming
down Highway 18, No major
injuries were reported, and
Walker said most of the other
accidents were similar, typi-
cally caused by someone not
being able to stop in time.

A San Bernardino County
sheriff’s search-and-rescue
unit lost control heading down
Highway 18 and vear-ended a
semi. The collision left the
vehicle onits side, according Lo
CHP dispateh reports. No one
was injured.

Animal experts, meanwhile,
urged vesidents to keep their
pets indoors over the next few
days.

All dogs, regardless of the
length of their coat, should be
kept indoors overnight, said
Melissa Phillips, canine su-
pervisor with the Riverside

Humane Society.

Though there didn't appear
to be any major incidents re-
ported Friday, plumbing ex-
perts advised homeowners {o
consider steps to prevent pipes
from freezing or bursting.

Jesse Lohues, a spokesman
for Roto-Rooter Plimbing &
Drain Service, recommended
that residents:

& Disconnecl outdoor hoses.

g Allow a trickle of hot and
cold water Lo drip overnight in
sinks and bathtubs.

[nsulate pipes in unheat-
ed areas.

SHELTERS

Atone Inland shelter Friday,
the problem wasn’t frozen
pipes, but broken heaters.

Kimberly Hooper, program
director at the Inland Tempo-
rary llomes in Loma Linda,
appectad for the public’s help
to raise money to repair their
facility’s  heating system.
which has been down for a
week.

The tacility is al capacity,
housing five families, includ-
ing cight childven and three
habies.

“Ihey're bundling up. Their
spirvils are good,” she said

The families are staying

.

warm with the use of eleetric
oil-burning heaters, she said.

The- facility needs Lo raise
$8,000 to $9,000 to vepair the
healing system.

Meanwhile, the Communily
Action Partnership of San Ber-
nardino County on Friday be-
gan providing extra slecping
bags and Mlankets to shelters
to accommodate the antici-
pated overflow of elients,

The nonprofit group also
made arrangements with local
motels to provide temporary
shelter to families  without
sheller.

At the Civcle of Hope Family
shelter in Corona, which also
was al capacity with 50 people,
officials were giving people the
option of staying at the sheller
during the day because of the
cold, as long as they helped
with some of the- cleaning
chores.

Normally, the shelter only
accommmodates  people until
gam,. said Wanda Carter,
shelter diveetor.

CRopS

The cold weather has stung
furmers too.

Jetf Perey, vice president of
production for Ocean Mist's
Couchella Valley crops, said

the bitter temperatures have
resulted in low yields and
Dlistered produce. Percy is
holding off on transplanting
produce into the ground until
the cold weather passes.

“This is not good news,”
Percy said.

John Gless, owner of Gless
Ranch citrus orchards in Riv-
erside, said extra irvigation
and wind achines aimed at
the orange trecs could bring
the temperatwre up by 3 to 4
degrees and “cowme pretty
close to saving the crop.”

Tom Carmady, chief excec-
utive officer of Perricone
Juices in Beaumont, said his
workers have been working
around the clock to get fruit off
trees.

The cold is a severe econom-
ic hit to a citrus industry that
weathered ruined crops in
Florida Jast year because of
hurricanes. Carmady said cit-

1us crop damage in California

will surely send prices on both
the fruit and its juice higher.
“If we have a shoit crop, we
can only imagine what will
happen,” he said.
Staff writers David Olson, Melissa
Eiselein, Steve Fetbrandt, David Raclin
and Patrick O'Neil contributed to this
story.
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Vehicles parked at the University of Redlands are dusted with snow. The Members of the UCR track and cross country teams don’t let the
forecast high for today in Redlands is 56 degrees, with an overnight low of 30.  weather get in the way of training.

e s s

PO ASVAREZ/THE PRESS-EMEAPRISE
Playing in the snow are , from left, Christian Keliiher, 7, Jonah Kelliher, 10, and Brian Ballesteros, 10, play in the snow at their homes on Lemonwood Avenue in Rialto.



